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Historical constructions of difference and

othering

Reproduces violent and terrorist

stereotypes

Targets Muslims widely

Expressed as bullying and social exclusion

Middle & High School lived experiences

Early Findings
Anti-Muslim Racism
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School and classroom 9/11

commemorations are sites for increased

anti-Muslim racism.

This year's 20th anniversary

commemorations will likely result in

heightened risks of racist discourse,

threats, and violence targeting Muslim

students in schools and society. 

 Educators are well-positioned to disrupt

these risks by centering the socio-

emotional needs of Muslims in their

commemoration plans.



MUSLIM STUDENT EXPERIENCES

"I remember...when they give you that
one look...I definitely heard, you know,
those remarks like, you know,
"terrorist," even if they're joking around
they'll say "terrorist" and stuff like
that...That used to trigger me a lot."

NAEEM
"9/11, every single year is so
awkward...the administrators would be
like, "on this fateful day, this
happened"... then the Muslim jokes
would come up, like "don't blow us up. 
 Don't do this."  When I was younger it
bothered me, but now I'm just
desensitized to it."

AHMED
"There's so much tension, just being
even this color and then being a
Muslim, period... It's really strange like,
you feel it, they're not saying it..."You
don't understand this question because
you're Muslim" which is the strangest
thing, but it's definitely the tension that
these teachers give off sometimes."

KAREEM



PROPOSED ACTIONS

Increase educators’ awareness of the
anticipated harm directed against
Muslim students that is likely to be
intensified on this year’s 20th
anniversary of September 11th. 

INCREASE 
AWARENESS

Use strategies of antiracist school
leadership to prepare school staff
to disrupt anti-Muslim racism by
implementing existing district
anti-bullying policies. 

ANTIRACIST SCHOOL
LEADERSHIP

Demonstrate culturally responsive
leadership by requiring inclusive
instructional plans to commemorate the
significance of this date in our nation’s
history.  

CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE
LEADERSHIP



MUSLIM
STUDENT
STORIES

Amaarah DeCuir, Ed.D.
ADeCuir@american.edu


