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Congratulations
 Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim!
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"CICW's contributions toward
professional learning for
educators in Islamic schools
has been instrumental. The
Prophetic Pedagogy Series in
particular serves as a critical
reminder for Islamic schools
about the value of
approaching the field of
education from within an
Islamic worldview."

-Nadeem Memon, PhD,
Senior Lecturer, Centre for
Islamic Thought and
Education (University of
South Australia)

"The Global Islamic Studies Center (GISC) at the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and I as
Director, are thrilled to have established an ongoing
relationship with CICW in 2022. This year, CICW
invited me to give a talk on my book on Caribbean
Islam, and generously awarded me a scholarly
fellowship for my new research on nineteenth-
century indentured Indo-Caribbean Muslim cultural
production. I am very grateful to CICW and Dr.
Sinanović for their innovative and much-needed
support of research on Muslim minorities and on
Islam at its less well-known geographic borders.
GISC and I hope to continue working with CICW in
the future, as CICW continues its groundbreaking
mission and generosity toward scholars and students
in order to further knowledge on global Islam."

-Aliyah Khan, PhD, Associate Professor and
Director of the Global Islamic Studies Center,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor

"The CICW continues to offer pertinent, relevant,
challenging, engaging, and quality knowledge
through the various programs that it offers such as
the Graduate Student Initiative and the Prophetic
Pedagogy courses. It is no secret that being a
practicing Muslim in the United States is not
always easy with racism, Islamophobia, and false
media narratives about the diverse Muslim
community. This is why the CICW is an integral
institution that can educate Muslims to make them
knowledgeable and confident not only about their
religion but about the way that Islam intersects in
many other areas of life."

-Nora Zaki, Interfaith Chaplain, Dominican
University, & Founder, Mymuslimchaplain

"I want to thank the sponsors of
CICW, Amana Mutual Funds
Trust, Sterling Charitable, and
UIF. Without CICW and its
sponsors, it would not be
possible for me to continue my
education and serve our
ummah's multifaceted, diverse,
and beautiful complex
communities. Thank you so
much for your love and support.
Thank you infinitely. Eternally
grateful, Alhamdulliah."

-Ustadh Kenny Solis,
Scholarship Recipient

“The CICW Graduate Student
program is a fantastic
opportunity to connect
students worldwide. It allows
them to receive an in-depth
understanding of Islam,
challenge previous thoughts,
and access esteemed scholars. I
am honored to work with the
program for a second year and
meet exceptional students. Our
time together is an engaging
period of discovery and
wonder." 

-Nisa Muhammad, PhD,
Assistant Dean of Religious
Life at Howard University and
Assistant Director of
the CICW Graduate 
Student Institute

"The support of the CICW has made the
launch of a very impactful and innovative
project, Pilgrim VR, possible. At the
intersection of simulation and virtual reality
with Islamic studies, this project is poised for
significant educational and training benefits.
CICW has been a generous supporter of this
project as well as instrumental in its vision.
It is our pleasure to collaborate with CICW
on this global initiative."

-Mohammad F. Obeid, PhD, Shenandoah
University Associate Professor of virtual
and augmented reality and CICW Grantee

"CICW is a
space of
scholarship and
an institution
that invests in
people."

-Ustadh Kenny Solis

“The Center for International
Programs fosters
transformative intercultural
experiences by leading the
integration of global learning
throughout the university
community. We count
ourselves fortunate to have a
strong partner in the CICW.
By collaborating on important
initiatives like the Global
Citizenship Project (GCP),
together we have opened doors
for students, faculty, and staff
to learn more about the world
and the role of Islam in
contemporary society. We
value our collaboration with
CICW and look forward to
deepening and strengthening
the relationship to the benefit
of the entire community.”
 
-Bethany Galipeau-Konate,
DProf
Director of International
Programs
Shenandoah
University

https://mymuslimchaplain.com/


The Center for Islam in the Contemporary World (CICW) at Shenandoah University is
an academic center engaged in research, teaching, training, and outreach on issues
related to Islam and Muslims in contemporary contexts. CICW utilizes interdisciplinary
and transdisciplinary approaches from diverse academic specializations. It is involved in
education and outreach, connecting Shenandoah University to local, national, and
global Muslim communities. CICW is a non-profit, 501(c)(3), tax-exempt private
foundation. In January of 2019, CICW signed an affiliation agreement with Shenandoah
University, which outlined the relationship between the Center and the University. The
University provides office space, access to library, and use of classrooms. The Center
lends its expertise on contemporary Islam, organizes public lectures, facilitates
curriculum development, and provides networking and outreach with global Muslim
communities.

About CICW

Engage in rigorous and innovative research, education, and outreach to advance a
better understanding of Islam and Muslims in diverse, global, and contemporary
contexts
Facilitate collaborations between Shenandoah University and international
universities
Develop training programs for teachers and religious leaders in multi-faith contexts 
Host seminars and lectures on theological and cultural challenges facing Muslims
today

At the Center for Islam in the Contemporary World, we:

Mission
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Letter from the Executive Director
Al-salam 'alaykum (Peace unto you)!

In the long list of good news for the CICW in 2022, the biggest was the appointment of
Dato Seri Anwar Ibrahim, Chairman of the CICW Board of Trustees, as the Prime
Minister of Malaysia. We pray to Allah Almighty that his tenure as the prime minister
will allow him to actualize his long-standing desire to reform the Malaysian political
landscape and institute greater transparency and efficiency.

In collaboration with Shenandoah University and Dr. Mohammad Obeid, our innovative
project, VR Pilgrim, provides virtual education and access to Islam's holy sites in
Makkah and Madinah. The application has multiple uses in colleges and universities,
Islamic schools, mosques and other places of worship, and community centers. We
expect VR Pilgrim to be ready for use during 2023.

Our research and publication programs continued strongly in 2022. The Center
published two new books, Heavenly Returns, co-authored by our President, Dr. Yaqub
Mirza, and a book in Arabic language on the legacy of Shaykh Dr. Taha Jabir Alwani, by
Eltigani Abdelgadir Hamid. Both books are freely available on our website.

The Center awarded ten research grants to faculty and graduate students based at
universities in the United States and Canada. The topics include democracy and public
welfare in the Muslim world, Islam and masculinity in France, Muslim devotional songs
in Guyana and Trinidad, and a study of Islamic seminaries in Canada, among others.

Our graduate student institute, "Islam in the contemporary world," attracted many
applications from students all over the globe. Fifteen students attended the program
and learned from different instructors on a variety of topics. The students came from
various countries, including Albania, Bangladesh, Canada, Germany, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey, and the United States.

The Center's Prophetic Pedagogy (PP) program continued with innovative and rigorous
training for Islamic school teachers and administrators. Over 400 educators
participated in the PP program, including teachers from Australia, Canada, Guyana,
Bermuda, Pakistan, South Africa, the UAE, Ireland, Romania, and the United States.
Another exciting development within the PP program is applied research with Tarbiyah
Academy in Maryland to assess the efficiency of Prophetic Pedagogy in K-12
classrooms.
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We continued the CICW book talks series on YouTube. Even though we hosted fewer
speakers, we continued the tradition of rigorous and involved discussions with leading
scholars in various fields. I hosted discussions on genocide in Bosnia, Muslims in
Europe and the Caribbean, and the Qur'anic interpretations in modern times. With the
return to in-person activities, we plan to host some of these book talks at Shenandoah
University in 2023.

We are looking to a productive and exciting 2023. Our VR Pilgrim project is scheduled
for completion during the year. We are excited about hosting our graduate student
program in person in the summer of 2023. The Center expects at least two new book
publications and the completion of a few research projects, including on Islamophobia
in the Balkans, in the coming year.

Of course, all this is possible through the generous support of our Board of Trustees
and the dedicated work of our Executive Board and administrative staff. For that, I
thank them from the bottom of my heart.

With the wishes for a productive 2023,

Ermin Sinanović
Executive Director

C I C W  F I N A N C E S  F O R  2 0 2 2

Revenue plus cash carry forward:
$904,652

Expenses: $672,031
*Unaudited draft



$60,000
The CICW funded $15,000 and raised an additional $45,000 from sponsors toward the
Imam's Generational Scholarship Fund, a program we are pleased to co-sponsor with
Amana Mutual Funds Trust, Sterling Charitable Gift Fund, and University Islamic
Finance (UIF). We awarded twelve scholarships to the children of imams to honor the
immense contributions they make for our communities.

awarded in
scholarships

15
Fifteen students successfully completed our summer Graduate Student Institute
Program, "Islam in the Contemporary World." We recruited an outstanding, diverse
group of students from a variety of academic disciplines and different countries
including Albania, Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Ghana, Iran, the
Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the United States.  

Graduate Students 
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https://youtu.be/NDuBAzRE2FY


Our research grant program continues to support diverse researchers in a variety of
disciplines. In 2022, the CICW awarded 10 research grants to both faculty and Ph.D.
students. Topics included The Indo-Caribbean Qasida: Muslim Devotional Songs in
Guyana and Trinidad, South-South Humanitarian Efforts to fight COVID-19: The Case
of Kuwaiti Islamic NGOs in Tanzania, Fraternal Critique: The Politics of Muslim
Community in France, and more.

Awarded in external
Research Grants

$23,000
Research Grants



PILGRIM VR (HAJJ VIRTUAL REALITY PROJECT)

RESEARCH
GRANT

Hajj in Virtual Reality

$95,000

ABOUT THE PROJECT

OVERVIEW

The CICW awarded a $95,000 Research Grant to Shenandoah University
Associate Professor of Virtual and Augmented Reality Mohammad Obeid to
create an immersive virtual reality experience that will serve as a training
and education platform for the primary religious pilgrimages in the Islamic
faith. Dr. Obeid is collaborating with Siraj Studios, a VR studio in Jordan,
that specializes in Islamic culture and cutting-edge technologies to
complete this project.
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Learners

PILGRIM VR (HAJJ VIRTUAL REALITY PROJECT)

WHO USES PILGRIM VR

"The CICW and Shenandoah
University are at the cutting edge of
teaching and learning methodology.
We are thrilled to provide this grant
to Shenandoah University and initiate
the collaboration with Dr. Obeid and
his team. Hajj and Umrah pilgrimages
are central teachings and rituals of
Islam. The Pilgrim VR project will
allow everyone to get a better
understanding of the sacred Islamic
sites," said Ermin Sinanović,
Executive Director, CICW.

Teachers
and
Students

Future
Pilgrims

Muslims
unable to
perform Hajj



Prophetic Pedagogy

Prophetic Pedagogy saw an exciting
increase in workshops and short courses
this year with several up and coming
new specialists in the field of Islamic
Education. Our core team of Shaykh
Abdalla Idris Ali, Amaarah DeCuir, and
Rehenuma Asmi organized our annual
beginning of school year workshop
around the theme of "Engaging the
Muslim Student." We invited specialists
in Arabic language, health education,
and special education to join us for this
series. In the Spring, we launched our
first short course series with Sr. Susan
Labadi on the topic of “Teaching with
the Brain in Mind.” We followed this up
with a short course in the Fall on the
“Prophetic Upbringing of Children” with
Shaykh Abdalla Idris Ali. We also have an

upcoming Winter Short Course with
Amber Khan, DO on the topic of “Islamic
Health Education for Youth.” Our short
courses appeal to those looking to get
deeper insights and knowledge into a
topic and they build off our annual
workshop series by allowing specialists
to cover a topic in depth. Participants
from all over the globe joined us during
these workshops. In addition to our
online professional development
programs, we are developing a pilot
research project that will explore how
Prophetic Pedagogy principles can be
implemented in Islamic school
classrooms. We hope this research will
support the development of our existing
programs and improve their impact on
teachers and students in Islamic schools. 

Rehenuma Asmi and Amaarah DeCuir lead a presentation on Prophetic Pedagogy for
Bayaan Academy (Tampa, Florida) at American University in Washington DC.
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400 +
Number of Educators trained

Teachers from all over the globe participated in our Prophetic Pedagogy Professional
Development Programs.

 PARTICIPANT DEMOGRAPHICS

Australia

Bermuda

Canada

UAE

Guyana

Ireland

Pakistan

Romania

South Africa

United States

Collaborations with Universities
This year, Ermin Sinanović was invited to deliver two prestigious lectures on Islam in
the Balkans at Stanford University and the University of Michigan - Ann Arbor.
Sinanović was the first speaker in the new lecture series, Politics and Culture in the
Muslim World, at the University of Michigan's Global Islamic Studies Center.
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https://youtu.be/nn9sBCuCZv0
https://youtu.be/YTVuhoud-oA


Book Talks

Four book talks were streamed live from our YouTube Channel, CICW Media. Our
Executive Director and wonderful host, Ermin Sinanović, sat down with many authors
including Hikmet Karcic, Aliyah Khan, Emily Greble, and Hadia Mubarak. The topics
included the Bosnian genocide, Globalizing the Muslim Caribbean, Muslims and the
Making of Modern Europe, and Qur'anic commentaries on the subject of women.

1900+ YOUTUBE VIEWS
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https://youtu.be/Zc31YDL71Is
https://youtu.be/ejBK0CvvTo0
https://youtu.be/i20TbEysbjI
https://youtu.be/QPBCoNUZkKA


The Launch  of the AbuSulayman
Center for Global Islamic Studies

at George Mason University
The Center attended the opening of the AbuSulayman Center for Global Islamic Studies
at George Mason University on Thursday, September 29th. CICW’s President and
Trustee, M. Yaqub Mirza, has been a longstanding supporter and friend of the
university. The Mirza Foundation (headed by Dr. Mirza) have gifted 3 million to rename
the Center in honor of Dr. AbdulHamid AbuSulayman’s legacy. Pictured below, Dr.
Mirza addresses the audience at the launch.

https://twitter.com/GeorgeMasonU


Imam Training Program

The Global Association of Islamic
Schools (GAIS) began in November
2021 as a small group of committed
educationalists with a common goal
– to establish a global initiative.
More than seventy delegates
representing fifteen countries
worldwide gathered on Monday,
October 3rd 2022/ 9 Rabi al-Awwal
1444, in Istanbul for four days to
launch GAIS, and plan the 2025
Global Conference on Islamic
Education. Ahmed ElHattab, CICW
Executive Board Member,
represented the Center and
connected with a large number of
Islamic Educators. He also
presented CICW’s Prophetic
Pedagogy program, a globally
recognized professional
development workshop for Islamic
school Educators and Leaders. 

Launch of the Global Association of
Islamic Schools (GAIS)
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On May 17-19, 2022, CICW held the workshop “Multifaith Relations and Civic
Engagement: Understanding the need for Coexistence through Engagement,
Cooperation, and Collaboration” with the International Interfaith and Peace Corp
(IIPC), the Institute for Islamic Social Science, Wisdom and Action (ISSWA), and the
North American Imams Federation (NAIF). Imam Mohamed Magid and Dr. Imrana
Umar presented at the workshop. By the end of 2022, CICW joined the North
American Imams Federation (NAIF) in promoting and marketing two Professional
Development Training online workshops for Imams and Religious Workers. The topics
were youth engagement and "brandology."

GAIS Istanbul Retreat attendees.



Publications

Heavenly Returns starts from a
radical premise: it argues that we
need more religion in finance and
more finance and religion. Though
the idea goes against the grain of
much conventional theology,
authors M. Yaqub Mirza and Gary
Moore show that the Abrahamic
faiths are replete with wisdom about
how followers should manage
wealth. Drawing on their knowledge
of Islamic and Christian teachings,
the book calls for believers to align
their spiritual lives and investing
choices toward a more holistic,
integrated, and compassionate
existence.
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Heavenly Returns
by M. Yaqub Mirza and Gary Moore

https://www.contemporaryislam.org/heavenly-returns.html
https://youtu.be/obTGsYbPau4


A Journey in the Thought and Methodology of Taha Jabir Al-Alwani 
by Eltigani Abdelgadir Hamid

This book is a journey in thought and methodology of Taha Jabir Al-Alwani (1935-2016).
It seeks to follow a systematic development of philosophical thought and shed some
light on some of the environments in which his ideas were formed. This book is not a
biographical account, nor is it an attempt to analyze the person's academic or political
contributions. Instead, it traces Al-Alwani's intellectual journey and focuses on his
philosophical and methodological contributions. 

Open House at Scholar Plaza
The Center held an open house
at Shenandoah University's
Loudoun campus on Monday,
October 24th. Shenandoah
faculty, students, and staff
attended. Those who joined
were able to learn more about
the Center and at the same time
demo the Hajj Virtual Reality
Project ran by Mohammad
Obeid.
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Coming in 2023...

Completion of the Hajj
Virtual Reality Project

New Prophetic
Pedagogy Programs

 Summer Student
Programs

Exciting Book Talks

CICW-led Trip to
Bosnia

Completion of a new research
project: Islamophobia in the

Balkans

Socially
Engaged Islam

in America:
 Dr. Jamal al-

Barzinji
Felicitation

Volume

Convergence,
Parallels

Within the
Educational

Methodology
of Moses,

Jesus, and
Muhammad



Executive Board Contributions 

M. Yaqub Mirza
President
After arranging a gift of $3 million for the Center for Global Islamic Studies at George
Mason University to launch the AbuSulayman Center in honor of the late Dr. Abdul
Hamid AbuSulayman, releasing a new publication Heavenly Returns alongside co-
author Gary Moore, and giving numerous book talks and lectures, 2022 was a
successful year for Dr. Mirza. In April, he and co-author Moore were invited to the
Alwaleed Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding (ACMCU) at Georgetown
University to present their book Heavenly Returns.  Professor John Esposito
moderated the session. Dr. Mirza was virtually interviewed by the Unity Productions
Foundation (UPF), an organization that aims to counter bigotry and create peace
through the media. He was invited by the International Institute of Islamic Waqf (IIIW)
to deliver a lecture on endowments. In the summer, the Boston Islamic Seminary
invited Dr. Mirza to a retreat. He was also asked to teach two classes on Islamic
Economics at the Islamic Seminary of America. In November, he hosted session four of
the Global Association of Islamic Schools (GAIS) Reading Circle and presented his book
Five Pillars of Prosperity. GAIS awarded him a certificate of appreciation, and a gift
waqf was endowed in perpetuity by Mohammed Zaffar and GAIS as Sadaqah Jariyah
and was presented to Dr. Mirza.  He continues to uphold his philanthropic legacy
through various organizations and is recognized for his humanitarianism by different
faiths.
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https://www.gmu.edu/news/2022-11/gift-rename-center-global-islamic-studies-honors-abusulaymans-advocacy
https://www.contemporaryislam.org/heavenly-returns.html
https://youtu.be/obTGsYbPau4
https://youtu.be/CFesjpPo7aE
https://youtu.be/5Fd_RLeiamk
https://youtu.be/t-1rpgMJG9I
https://www.contemporaryislam.org/fivepillarsofprosperity.html


Ermin maintained robust teaching,
research, and outreach portfolios. He
taught Middle East politics at the
University of Sarajevo, a survey of
Islamic civilization at the Islamic
Seminary of America, and Islamic
systems at Boston Islamic Seminary. He
published a chapter on Montenegro in
the Yearbook of European Muslims
(Brill) and a blog essay on Muslim
Matters. Ermin presented at the
conference on “Geopolitics of Religion
and Culture in the Western Balkans,”
organized by Berkley Center for
Religion, Peace, and World Affairs at
Georgetown University and the United
States Institute of Peace (pictured
below). He participated at Building
Bridges Seminary at Georgetown
University on the theme, “Mercy and
Grace: Christian and Muslim
Perspectives.” In 2022, Ermin delivered
two invited lectures on Islam in the
Balkans at Stanford University and the
University of Michigan – Ann Arbor.
During his visit to Bosnia, he interviewed
for TV5, an Islamic TV channel in
Sarajevo, and guest lectured at the
Faculty of Islamic Studies at the
University of Sarajevo. Ermin continues
hosting the “Islam on the Edges” channel
for the Maydan podcast at the Abu
Sulayman Center for Global Islamic
Studies, George Mason University. He
produced four episodes in 2022.

Ermin Sinanović
Executive Director

Dr. Asmi continues to work on
developing short courses on a variety of
topics that are targeted towards Islamic
school teachers through the Prophetic
Pedagogy Professional Development
Program. She is also developing a
research project on the principles of
Prophetic Pedagogy that can be found in
the life and teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad in coordination with Dr.
DeCuir and Shaykh Abdalla Idris Ali. Dr.
Asmi participated in a volume looking at
Faith Honoring as a pedagogy that could
support the needs of students of faith in
school settings. The volume brings
together perspectives from a variety of
faith perspectives on how having one's
faith recognized or erased affects one's
educational experience. Dr. Asmi serves
on the Imam's Generational Scholarship
Committee and was honored to help
award an additional 12 scholarships this
year. 

Rehenuma Asmi
Member, Executive Board

https://brill.com/edcollbook/title/62880?rskey=66akEl&result=8
https://muslimmatters.org/2022/10/05/appoint-a-king-for-us/
https://youtu.be/nn9sBCuCZv0
https://youtu.be/YTVuhoud-oA
https://youtu.be/cd13yTZ5E2E
https://themaydan.com/podcast-channel/islam-on-the-edges/
https://www.contemporaryislam.org/prophetic-pedagogy.html
https://www.contemporaryislam.org/imam-scholarship.html
https://www.contemporaryislam.org/2022-igsf-recipients.html


Ahmed ElHattab
Member, Executive Board 
In 2022, Ahmed ElHattab carried a major marketing strategy to promote CICW’s
Prophetic Pedagogy Professional Development Program for Islamic School teachers
and leaders. He also joined the Global Association of Islamic Schools (GAIS) and became
a member of its Steering Committee. Jointly with NAIF, ElHattab planned two 
 professional development workshops for imams and religious leaders attended by over
50 participants. He launched a national marketing campaign for the Imam’s
Generational Scholarship Fund. Twelve recipients of this scholarship were announced
through the production of a short video, and an ad in Islamic Horizons Magazine.
ElHattab supervised the English translation, edits, and final version production of Dr.
Fathi Al Malkawi book "الهدي النبوي في التعليم". Dr. Ahmed Saad led the translation team
which produced the book "Convergence, Parallels Within the Educational Methodology
of Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad.' He also planned, in cooperation with the American
Islamic College and the study Al-Islam Program, the conference “A Way Forward: A
New Mind for A New People- A Historical Perspective on The Ministry of Imam W.
Deen Mohammed" on September 23-24, 2022, a conference celebrating the legacy of
Imam W. Deen Mohamed and his ministry. Additionally, he arranged for the
distribution of Dr. AbuSulayman's book to 50 American Universities Libraries.
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Amaarah DeCuir
Member, Executive Board
This past year, Dr. DeCuir deepened her commitment as a public scholar by creating
opportunities and accepting invitations to write and speak on education issues facing
Muslim students.  On February 24, 2022, she published an historical essay in the
Washington Post centering the remarkable education leadership of Sister Clara
Muhammad as one of our nation’s earliest examples of American Muslim institution
building. DeCuir also documented the significant work of American Muslim youth who
have led successful efforts across the nation to close public schools for Islamic
holidays. DeCuir spoke internationally at the Australian Curriculum Studies Association
and the Global Association of Islamic Schools to address issues of equity facing faith
marginalized students and leadership solutions needed to confront these injustices. Dr.
DeCuir continues to contribute meaningfully in academic settings by publishing in
peer-reviewed journals and presenting her research at academic conferences.  She
published in the Journal of Academic Freedom, “Public Memory Generates
Disinformation on 9/11 in Public Schools” (Public Memory Generates Disinformation on
9/11 in Public Schools | AAUP).  DeCuir presented her research at the Organization of
Education Historians at the University Council of Education Administration.  She
received an invitation to teach Islamic Pedagogy at the University of South Australia. 
 She continues to be an active member in two international collaborative research
groups of Islamic education researchers, one organized by Cambridge University and
the other led by the Centre for Islamic Thought and Education. 

https://twitter.com/CICWatSU/status/1598356628461555712
https://twitter.com/CICWatSU/status/1589717735617232896
https://www.contemporaryislam.org/imam-scholarship.html
https://youtu.be/NDuBAzRE2FY
https://aicusa.edu/events/imam-w-deen-mohammed-conference
https://aicusa.edu/events/imam-w-deen-mohammed-conference
https://aicusa.edu/events/imam-w-deen-mohammed-conference
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/02/24/inequality-has-long-driven-black-parents-pull-children-public-schools/
https://theconversation.com/students-lead-more-public-schools-to-close-for-islamic-holidays-182197
https://youtu.be/b75qa20EE5o
https://www.aaup.org/JAF13/public-memory-disinformation-public-schools#.Y7hU-nZOm5c


Younus Mirza
Member, Executive Board
Dr. Mirza contributes to CICW’s various
programs and events, such as the summer
school and Hajj VR. He recently presented
at the American Academy of Religion's
(AAR) annual conference about the Hajj VR
technology and how the software could be
used in Religious Studies. In terms of his
research, he has published several articles
related to the Qur’an and Interreligious
Studies, including "The Islamic Mary as a
Protagonist and Qur'anic Daughter" in
Interpretation: A Journal of Bible and
Theology. He continues to work on a full-
length monograph on Maryam to be
published by Fortress Press. Younus
participated in a roundtable on
"Contributions Toward Defining
Interreligious/Interfaith Studies" in the
Journal of Interreligious Studies. Younus
published two blogs with Maydan, the
online platform of the AbuSulayman Center
for Global Islamic Studies at George Mason
University: "Maryam's Fast: Silence,
Spirituality and Miracles" and "The Building
Bridges Seminar: An Exercise in Relational
Theology." At Shenandoah University, he
continues to be the Director of the Barzinji
Institute for Global Virtual Learning and
was recognized by the Board of Trustees
(pictured to the right) for his work towards
building international academic outreach
and outreach to Muslim-Majority
Countries. The Resolution concluded by
saying "Therefore, be it resolved, that the
Board of Trustees expresses their sincere
appreciation and gratitude to Younus
Mirza." Dr. Mirza writes about the history
of the Barzinji Institute and how it
continues the legacy of Dr. Jamal here.

https://www.academia.edu/76432365/The_Islamic_Mary_as_a_Protagonist_and_Quranic_Daughter
https://www.academia.edu/76432365/The_Islamic_Mary_as_a_Protagonist_and_Quranic_Daughter
https://www.academia.edu/76432365/The_Islamic_Mary_as_a_Protagonist_and_Quranic_Daughter
https://www.academia.edu/80067981/Contributions_Toward_Defining_Interreligious_Interfaith_Studies_A_Response_to
https://www.academia.edu/80067981/Contributions_Toward_Defining_Interreligious_Interfaith_Studies_A_Response_to
https://www.academia.edu/80067981/Contributions_Toward_Defining_Interreligious_Interfaith_Studies_A_Response_to
https://themaydan.com/2022/04/maryams-fast-silence-spirituality-and-miracles/
https://themaydan.com/2022/04/maryams-fast-silence-spirituality-and-miracles/
https://themaydan.com/2022/04/maryams-fast-silence-spirituality-and-miracles/
https://themaydan.com/2022/07/the-building-bridges-seminar-an-exercise-in-relational-theology/
https://www.su.edu/blog/2022/09/27/the-barzinji-institute-for-global-virtual-learning-a-legacy-of-dr-jamal-barzinji/
https://www.su.edu/blog/2022/09/27/the-barzinji-institute-for-global-virtual-learning-a-legacy-of-dr-jamal-barzinji/


Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees is responsible for governing and overseeing the Center’s strategic direction, as well as
oversight of its financial resources. Trustees raise and contribute funds to the Center.

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, Chairman - the Prime Minister of Malaysia; Member of Parliament, Tambun

M. Yaqub Mirza, PhD, President - CEO, Sterling Management Group, Inc.; Trustee and Chairman, Amana Mutual
Funds Trust

Firas Barzinji, Esq., Secretary - General Counsel, Sterling Management Group, Inc.

Ayman AbuSulayman, Treasurer - Sterling Management Group, Inc.

Executive Board

M. Yaqub Mirza, PhD, President

Ermin Sinanović, PhD, Executive Director

Rehenuma Asmi, PhD, Member

Amaarah DeCuir, EdD, Member

Ahmed ElHattab, Member

Younus Mirza, PhD, Member

Staff

Marjan Popal, Program Manager

Trustees: Firas Barzinji (left), Ayman AbuSulayman (middle), M. Yaqub Mirza (right), and Anwar Ibrahim
(front cover). 
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Stay in Touch with Us
44160 Scholar Plaza Suite 100, Leesburg, VA

540-545-7219

https://www.contemporaryislam.org/

cicw@contemporaryislam.org

@CICWatSU

CICWMedia
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